DIPLOMACY  AND   WAR-----FIRST  ROUND

monarchy of Christendom; for of his own inheritance he hath
the realm of Spain, and a great part of Germany, the realms of
Sicily and Naples, with Flanders, Holland, Zeeland, Brabant, and
Hainault, and other his Low Countries; by election he hath the
Empire, whereunto appertaineth almost all the rest of Italy, and
many towns imperial in Germany and elsewhere; by the possi-
bility apparent to come by my Lady Princess1 he should hereafter
have England and Ireland, with the tide to the superiority of
Scotland, and in this case all France with the dependencies: so
as 'the said Emperor, performing this voyage, and taking this way,
should in process be peaceable lord and owner in manner of all
Christendom; which the King's Grace can be contented the
Emperor shall have, he concurring effectually with the King for
recovery of his crown of France. , . ,

2 As to the second, who should succeed in the realm of France,
the French King and his line removed?   The King's Highness
verily trusteth that, his just title and right thereunto remembered
and considered, the Emperor, since the treaties and alliances
passed between the King's Grace and him, was never, ne is, of
other mind but firmly to join with His Highness for recovery of
the said crown; wherein the said ambassadors may, apart unto
himself, put him in remembrance of his secret promise made, as
well unto the King's Highness as to my Lord Legate, at sundry
places and times: wherefore in this matter there is no question
or ambiguity which may insurge, but that the French King
taken or not taken, his army vanquished or not vanquished, one
of the chief and principal things intended and convented by their
confederation hath always been to expel the French King from
his usurped occupation of the crown of France, and to conduce
the King's Highness, as right requireth, unto the same. . . .

3 Albeit, if they shall make any such allegation, whereby it
may be perceived that all the premises cannot reasonably satisfy
them, ne induce the Emperor to come unto the personal invasion,
and to help the King actually and really to attain the crown of

1 It was proposed that Charles should marry Henry's daughter Mary,
then aged nine.   They had been betrothed in 1522,
*foI97.
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